Policy for the Award of Discretionary Reductions in Council
Tax Liability under Section 13A(1)(c) Local Government

1.

1.1

1.2

Finance Act 1992

Introduction

Section 13a(1)(c) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 allows the Council
to reduce the amount of council tax that a person is liable to pay to such an
extent as it thinks fit, or if the amount has already been reduced under the
Haringey Council Tax Reduction Scheme, by such further extent as it thinks fit.
This includes the power to reduce the amount to nil.

This relief is discretionary. The Council has not specified any class of case in
which liability is to be reduced. However, it will consider claims on an individual
basis.

2. Scope and Definition

2.1

All recipients of working age council tax reduction scheme (CTRS) during the

financial year 2020-21 will receive a further reduction in their annual council tax
bill of £150. Where a taxpayer’s liability for 2020-21 is, following the application
of council tax support, less than £150, then their liability would be reduced to nil.
Where a taxpayer’s liability for 2020-21 is nil, no reduction to the council tax bill
will be available. No application for this award shall be necessary.

242.2 A reduction under section 13A(1)(c) may be awarded to council tax payers who

are experiencing financial hardship due to extenuating circumstances. As a
discretionary reduction each case will be assessed on its individual merits.

2:22.3 The cost of section 13A(1)(c) reductions is met in its entirety by Haringey Council

and therefore Haringey council tax payers. The granting of such reductions must
therefore be considered against their financial impact to residents and will only
be granted in exceptional circumstances.

3. How to apply for a discretionary reduction

3.1

3.2

An application must be submitted in writing by the council tax payer(s) or his/her
representative. Applications should be submitted to Revenues, Benefits and
Customer Services Division and clearly marked Council Tax Discretionary
Reduction.

Applications must be supported by evidence to support the claim. The

maximum award that may be applied for is the council tax owed for one financial
year. The Council can only asses an application on the basis of the evidence
before it. Where evidence is weak or insufficient it is likely that an application will
be refused.

4. How claims for a discretionary reduction will be assessed

4.1

The Council will consider each application for a discretionary reduction on its
merits. However, some or all of the following criteria should be met in each case:



4.2

4.3

Evidence of financial hardship or exceptional personal circumstances.
Details of how the council tax payer(s) has attempted to meet council tax
payments prior to application.

An application under the Haringey Council Tax Reduction Scheme has been
made and assessed.

All other eligible reductions, discounts and relief in respect of council tax

tax:
o The Council can meet the financial cost of the award.
e The amount outstanding must not be the result of wilful refusal or culpable

neglect.
e Where an application cannot be fully supported by evidence or meet

these conditions in full, specifically due to the impact of the
government decision in relation to the Covid-19 epidemic, local policy
may apply easements to the conditions identified in 4.1 of this policy.

Written applications will be assessed together with all supporting evidence. A
reduction may be awarded in respect of council tax liability from 15t April 2013,
and may only be applied in respect of the financial year in which it is made or to
which it pertains. Any reduction awarded may meet part or all of the council tax
liability for that financial year.

Applications will be considered by service officers managers-within Revenues,
Benefits and Customer Services and recommendations submitted to the Head of
Service or delegated officers for authorisation within 21 days of receipt of all
information. Once approved, the council tax payer(s) will be notified of the
decision within 14 days. An application submitted is not an entitlement to
withhold payment of council tax.

5. Review of Decision

5.1

5.2

Under the Local Government Finance Act 1992, there is no right of appeal
against the Council’s use of discretionary powers. However, the Council will
accept a resident’s written request for a further review of its decision if it is
supported by further information or evidence and is made within one calendar
month of the decision.

Any review will be carried out by a different person from the person who made
the decision to which the review relates and shall normally be completed within
28 days from the date the review is received by the Council.

6. Ending or Cancelling the Reduction

6.1

In all cases the reduction will end either; at the end of the financial year or; on the
same day as the closing of the council tax payer’s account or; where information
indicates the council tax payer’s circumstances have changed; on the date of the
change.



6.2 Where it transpires that a reduction has been awarded based on false information

or evidence the decision will be revoked and the Council reserves the right to

recover any council tax already remitted.

7. Decision Making

7.1

To review and consider
applications in
accordance with
guidelines recommending
approved cases and level
of award to Head of
Service

Assistant Head

To review and consider

applications in
accordance with
guidelines
recommending approved
cases and level of award
to Head of Service

The levels of decision making are outlined in the table below. In addition
the annual audit of council tax will encompass the application and award of
reductions.

Head of Service or
Jdelegated officers
To authorise or reject

cases submitted.

To reject any case which
does not meet guidelines
set.

To reject any case which
does not meet guidelines
set.

To review any re-
applications.

To monitor and ensure
compliance with policy.

To review and control
expenditure.

8. Equalities and Diversity

8.1 This policy is discretionary and therefore all council tax payers will be eligible to
apply for reductions. The policy has been written with due regard for those council
tax payers who are affected by the changes as a result of the introduction of the
council tax reduction scheme.

9. Review of Policy

9.1 This policy will be monitored any revisions necessary will be brought back to Cabinet
at a future date.






